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A Message from Grand Rapids 

By John W. Beattie, Our Host. 
Supervisor of Music, Grand Rapids, Mich. 



I have attended meetings of the 
Music Supervisors' National Confer- 
ence in five cities. I gained much in 
enthusiasm and power to carry on my 
work at each of those gatherings and 
for some time it has been my ambi- 
tion to have the conference in my own 
city. The reasons back of this de- 
sire were not that I believed that 
Grand Kapids had anything new or 
startling to offer in the way of school 
activities. There was no wish on my 
part to show off either our schools 
or our city. I wanted the Confer- 
ence, not because of what Grand Ba- 
pids could offer it, but because of 
what the Conference could bring to 
Grand Bapids. Now that my ambi- 
tion is soon to be realized, since the 
Conference is almost upon us, I can 
begin to see that my reasons for 
wanting it were well founded. The 
prospect of having several hundred 
music supervisors in the city for a 
week has already had a stimulating 
effect on the city schools so far as the 
department of music is concerned. 
This impetus will not be entirely lost 
after the Conference. Music as a 
part of the school curriculum is 
bound to be considered more serious- 
ly by the Board of Education as a 
result of our meeting here. And 
there can be no doubt but that after 
the Conference, the city as a whole 
will realize the tremendous impor- 
tance of music as a social factor in 
the community as it never has before. 
But the stimulating effect of the Con- 
ference on the city will, of course, be 



of permanent value only in propor- 
tion to its success. In order to make 
it a big success, we must have a large 
number in attendance. Now just 
what will this Conference offer which 
should induce you to attend? 

In the first place, President Dyke- 
ma and other officers have prepared a 
program which is unusually attrac- 
tive. The speakers secured are well 
known authorities in their various 
fields and we can consider ourselves 
fortunate that such men are to be- 
come associated with us. The topics 
for discussion have evidently been 
selected with a view to interesting 
people in all branches of our work. 
Petty bickerings and discussions 
about methods have been eliminated. 

Methods as applied to school room 
singing have been pretty well 
threshed out at other meetings and 
since we can never thoroughly agree 
anyway, I am glad that our program 
has been given over to things of more 
importance. 

The opportunity to sing under the 
leadership of two men as Father Finn 
and Harry Barnhart is alone worth 
coming to the Conference. An inti- 
mate study of methods of conducting 
as exemplified by them will surely be 
of value to all of us. As members of 
the chorus which Father Finn will 
conduct and as part of the audience 
which will be directed by Mr. Barn- 
hart, we shall be in a position to com- 
pare two distinctly opposite methods 
of handling large groups of singers 
and can get some ideas from each. 
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The folk song has been neglected 
in America. With the recently awak- 
ened interest in community singing, 
our own American songs, which we 
had not thought of as folk songs, have 
come into their own. As a back- 
ground for work with these songs of 
the people, we need information 
about folk songs in general. Mr. 
Chubb's talk, partially exemplified 
by the program of the Fuller Sisters, 
be an important feature. 

Now, what about Grand Eapids 
and its part in the program? What 
have we to offer in return for what 
you will bring to us? 

First of all, we have a hotel, which 
can adequately take care of all of 
you. The Hotel Pantlind has recent- 



ly been completed at a cost of $2,000,- 
000. It has 550 sleeping rooms, three 
dining rooms (one of Avhich is a cafe- 
teria), a ball room which is easily 
converted into a banquet room seat- 
ing 350 or a convention room seating 
500, a spacious lobby filled with com- 
fortable chairs, a mezzanine floor, 
just right for the visiting public 
which is attendant upon our meet- 
ings, an exhibition room for all our 
friends who wish to present their 
various publications and, in fact, ev- 
erything which should be found in 
a modern hotel. The Pantlind, being 
the newest, is doubtless best equipped 
to handle the Conference of any hotel 
in which our meetings have been 
scheduled. 




Official Headquarters M. S. N. C. 

Grand Rapids. Michigan 

HOTEL PANTLIND 

Offers the Highest Type of Hotel $1.50 per day and upward 

Accommodations — 

PANTLIND HOTEL COMPANY 

J. BOYD PANTLIND, President CLIFFORD M. LEWIS, Manager 
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The location of the hotel, from the 
standpoint of convenience in getting 
about the city, is ideal. It is in al- 
most the exact center of the city. All 
street cars are routed to pass by the 
entrance so you will be able to get 
to any school building in about fif- 
teen minutes. 

Whether you will be pleased with 
what you see and hear in our schools 
remains to be seen. We shall en- 
deavor to show you our regular 
class room work so far as possible. 

We believe in sight reading and 
do a lot of it but we consider it val- 
uable only as a means toward beau- 
tiful singing. 

To carry on our work, which ex- 
tends from the kindergartens thru 
the high schools, we have a super- 
visor, two assistant supervisors, four 
high school music teachers, four 
teachers who work in one or two 
buildings, six teachers who work in 
but one building and divide their 
time between music and physical 
training, and one teacher who de- 
votes his entire time to the develop- 
ments of band and orchestra work. 
Most of the effort of this group, with 
the one exception, has to do with 
singing. 

The development of our instru- 
mental work should prove interest- 
ing. We have three high school or- 
chestras and a junior high school or- 
chestra with an aggregate enrollment 
of 130 including every instrument of 
the symphony orchestra. There are 
eight grade school orchestras with a 
total membership of about 75 play- 
ers. There are eighty boys and girls 
learning to play wind instruments. 
There are 250 studying violin in clas- 
ses which meet after school and there 
is one class in violincello. (We have 
urged the 'cello pupils to study pri- 



vately as the instrument is rather 
awkward for class instruction ) . The 
boys and girls get this training free. 
They furnish their own instruments, 
music stands and instruction books 
and the Board of Education supplies 
the teachers. A great deal of this 
Avork is experimental and in its first 
year. All the better for you, as it 
will enable you to go home and re- 
port intelligently to your boards as to 
just what kind of progress can be 
made in this type of work with one 
lesson per week from October to 
March 19th. 

Without any conceit, I believe that 
the Grand Eapids schools are con- 
siderably ahead of most school sys- 
tems in their work in instrumental 
music. Many of you who are anxious 
to get posted along this line can do 
so here. We have been able to do a 
lot of experimental work because our 
Board of Education has been willing 
to be shown that musical training 
along all lines is a valuable thing. 
Our orchestras furnish music for all 
sorts of occasions and the citizens 
would no more think of discontinu- 
ing this side of school life than they 
would of abolishing the teaching of 
arithmetic. 

Almost all our schools are 
equipped with phonographs and rec- 
ords. With this machine-made mu- 
sic and by having a concert series in 
our Central High School, we are try- 
ing to develop the ability to listen as 
well as perform. 

We are all working hard for the 
success of the Conference. Much of 
our work we consider good. Some 
of it is not, but when you come to 
Grand Rapids in March we hope to 
be able to show you our varied activi- 
ties in a manner that will be helpful 
to some of you. 



